
NCAA RULE 2.15 QUICK COMPLIANCE GUIDE
Presented by Magnolia Fence & Patio

Your Plain-English Guide to the New Padding, Fencing & Safety Requirements 
for NCAA Softball & Baseball Fields

1. WHAT IS RULE 2.15?
NCAA Rule 2.15 is a new player-safety regulation that requires all sideline and home run fences
made of hard materials to be padded. Here’s what the rule actually says, in plain English:

"By January 1, 2027, any sideline or home run fence constructed of a hard material —
such as wood, concrete, or brick — must be padded. Padding must begin no higher than
1 foot off the ground and extend to the top of the hard material, or 6 feet from the
ground, whichever is shorter. This applies to any field hosting NCAA softball competition."

Important note for baseball programs: the NCAA has signaled that baseball fields are expected
to follow the same standards. If your facility hosts both sports, you'll want to bring everything into
compliance.

Penalties for Non-Compliance

Loss of Home-Field Designation. Programs may be stripped of the right to host home games. 

Ineligibility to Host NCAA Events. Any venue that does not meet the padding requirements will
be barred from hosting postseason, conference, and non-conference competitions. 

"No Contest" Declarations. Officials are authorized to declare the game a no contest and file an
incident report with the NCAA. 

Mandatory Umpire Reporting. Umpires are required to report any facility found to have
insufficient padding, creating an official record that can trigger further review or sanction

2. WHO MUST COMPLY?
The short answer: if your field hosts NCAA competition, you must comply.

3. WHAT SURFACES MUST BE PADDED?
Walk your field and look for any hard surface a player could collide with during play. If it's hard
and a player could hit it, it needs padding.

4. PADDING SPECIFICATIONS
The NCAA has set clear minimums for how padding must be installed. Here are the specs your 
installation must meet: 

Bottom edge: Must start no higher than 1 foot from ground level. 
Top edge: Must extend to the top of the fence OR 6 feet from the ground, whichever is
shorter. 
Material coverage: ALL hard materials must be covered — wood, brick, concrete, and metal. 
Full perimeter: Padding is required for 360-degree coverage around the entire field. 



What We Offer Details

Free On-Site Padding Audit
We walk your enJre facility and identify every surface that needs 
padding for Rule 2.15 compliance. You'll receive a detailed
wrimen report.

Free Fencing & Netting 
Audit

Comprehensive review of your fencing, netting, and screening 
infrastructure — including condition, code compliance, and 
recommendations for upgrades.

Custom-Fit Solutons
Every field is different. We custom-measure and fabricate
padding solutions for any configuration.

Professional Installation
Minimal disruption to your season. We work around your
schedule and can complete most installations during off-season
or break windows.

DFW Metroplex & Beyond Based in Fort Worth, TX — serving the entire Dallas–Fort Worth 
metroplex and surrounding areas.

Proven Track Record
10+ years of experience. 600+ five-star Google reviews. Licensed, 
insured, and backed by dedicated project managers, start to
finish.
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Quick Example

If your outfield wall is a 4-foot brick wall, padding must cover from no higher than 1 foot
off the ground all the way to the top — a minimum of 3 feet of padding. If your wall is 8
feet tall, padding covers from 1 foot off the ground up to 6 feet — 5 feet of padding.

5. HOW MAGNOLIA FENCE & PATIO CAN HELP
At Magnolia Fence & Patio, we've been building and installing fencing across the DFW metroplex
for over a decade. We understand athletic facilities, and we're ready to be your compliance
partner from audit to installation.

Schedule Your Free Compliance Audit Today

Padding • Netting • Fencing • Backstops • Wall Systems 
Serving DFW schools, cities, and sports facilities with turnkey safety solutions.

No obligation. No pressure. Just a clear picture of what your facility needs before January 2027.

Fort Worth, TX | (817) 995-7467 | office@magnoliafenceco.com | magnoliafenceandpatio.com

© 2026 Magnolia Fence & Patio. This guide is provided for informational purposes only.
Please consult official NCAA publications for the complete regulatory text.
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